
Fort Benton Football Finishes with Conference
Championship, Undefeated Regular Season, Top 4 in
the State
by Dilynn Layne
   The Longhorn Football team set the goal early to beat
Belt, finish the regular season undefeated, and win the
Northern 8-Man Division. They met every one of those 

goals, and then they charged into the playoffs with unstoppable energy, proving from the very start
that they were undoubtedly a top team in the state. 
   After finishing the regular season 11-0 and dominating many of their opponents by more than 40
points per game, they were ready to make a deep playoff run. In the opening round, the Longhorns
dominated Carter County High School, pulling off a confident 58-6 victory to advance to the
quarterfinals. In that second round matchup, the Longhorns faced Ennis. It was a physical game from
start to finish, but the Longhorns stayed locked in. After a hard, sweaty match, they ended with a 44-6
victory and punched their ticket to the semifinals. 
   The Longhorns were looking for some long-awaited revenge on the Scobey Spartains, but the
physical team proved to be more than the Longhorns could handle. Assistant Coach Gilbreth said,
“Though the outcome wasn't what we had hoped for, I thought our team played extremely well
throughout the playoffs. I'm very proud of what those young men accomplished this season.” 
    The boys have only said good things about their team and how they worked together wonderfully,
Brooks Diekhans said, “Though it didn't end how we wanted, we put up a great battle. I'm very proud
of my brothers and how hard they worked.” These boys worked together and grew close friendships 
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throughout the season, and everyone in the Fort
Benton community is extremely proud of them.
   The Longhorn roster had 11 seniors: Eli Arganbright,
Hunter Cole, Brett Evans, Noah Fief, Truman Giese,
Landon Good, John Lippert, David Olson, Tyrus Reimer,
Jude Robertson, and Layne Wallace. Several of these
seniors and a few juniors were also selected all-state
and all-conference honors. 
   There has been no official word on coaching staff
changes at this point. Congratulations to all of the
football players on an incredible 2025 season. 

Longhorn Football

“Earn the Right”
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Longhorn Basketball Looks to Build on Last
Season’s Success
by Bridger Ball (sophomore)
 Fort Benton’s student-athletes have wrapped up
the fall sports season, and winter sports kicked
off on November 20th. The Longhorn basketball
squad has a whopping 20 boys players on the
roster with 7 seniors leading the way.
  The Longhorn basketball team is going into their
season ready to take on their opponents. Second
year head Coach Hardy O’Hara stated, “We are
going into the new 1B conference this year. But,
we know a little bit about the league since we
have been playing Conrad and Chinook in the
past. We expect our boys to be good teammates,
work hard and know their assignment.” 
 After a 4th place run at state last year, and losing
just one senior, Kellan Diekhans, the team has set
high expectations for themselves. “We expect our
boys to be good teammates, work hard and know
their assignment. If the players do those 3 things
we feel that the 2025-26 basketball season has a
chance to be just as successful as last year with
an opportunity to play for a Divisional
Championship and with that an opportunity to
play in the State tourney,” stated coach O’Hara. 
 The boys’ first game will be on December 4th
against Red Lodge and again on December 6th
they play Huntley Project at a preseason
tournament in Lewistown. Having so many
seniors comes with a certain advantage. “With so
many seniors we have a lot of experience and a
lot of depth on the team,” senior Eli Arganbright
stated. 

Football Honors: 
All State: 

Brett Evans: 1st Team DE, 1st Team TE
David Olson: 1st Team WR, 2nd Team
Linebacker
Layne Wallace: 1st Team Linebacker, 1st Team
Guard
Truman Giese: 1st Team QB, 1st Team Corner

All Conference: 
Callum Ballantyne: 2nd Team Corner
John Lippert: 2nd Team DE
Zack Thomas: 1st Team Center
Isaiah Smith: 1st Team Nose

Did You Know?
Every snowflake has six sides due to ice's
natural hexagonal crystal structure, and no
two are exactly alike. The largest snowflake
ever recorded was 15 inches wide and 8
inches thick.
Trees go into "dormancy" to conserve
energy, producing an internal "antifreeze" to
prevent cells from freezing, and using their
bark for insulation.
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Longhorn Wrestling Has Promising Season
Ahead
by Zoey Calderon (sophomore)
   The wrestling team is set to kick off the season
with 13 boys and 12 girls, with both experienced
participants and newcomers. With this many
members, the coaches have high hopes and
strong goals. The coaches and team hopes to see
the boys place 3 at state, and the girls to place 3 at
state  and bring home a state trophy as well.
   On the boys' end of the team, they have
returning seniors, Layne Wallace who placed 5th at
state last season, and Tyrus Reimer (although he
did not wrestle last season), and newcomers
Blaine Roberts and Hunter Cole. Other returners
include junior Zack Thomas, and sophomores,
Cooper Ferris and Wyatt Cline, pave the way.
Sophomore Chance Johnson along with 8th
graders Owen Starman, Ames Heryford, JD York, KJ
Campbell, and Hunter Aragon round out the boys
team.
   For the girls' portion of the team, senior Etta
Wicks and junior JoJo Manning are expected to be
valuable members for the team. Taylor Benhart,
who is coming back from an injury, also has her
sight set on a deep run in tournaments. 
    The girls have the upper hand when it comes to
experience, with seniors Zoe Donner, Brinly Reid,
juniors Taryn Reid, Melodie Starman, and
freshmen Mae Wicks, Maia Campbell, and Star
Gosnell all being returning participants. Junior
Riley Molinario and 8th grader Maycee Ort, are
new to the team, but are strong contenders to
make a large contribution as well. 
   When it comes to setting focuses for the team,
the coaches prioritize scoring first, being good on
their feet, and being pinners. The wrestling
program has an exceptional group of athletes and
there are high hopes from what will come. Good
luck longhorns!

Student Life

The Band Plays a New Tune In The 2025-2026
School Year
By Logan Peterson (12th Grade)
   This is Mr. Eric Lenington’s second year back
teaching band at Fort Benton High School,
returning after a five-year hiatus. The band is led by
Etta Wicks, Eli Siliezar, and Mycal Lane, who have all
been selected for honor band this year. 
   The band and choir performed their fall concert
in October. When Mr. Lenington was asked about
how he thought the band was performing so far
this year, he stated, “I have been very pleased with
how the school year has started. They seem to be
challenging themselves and that is when real
growth starts to happen. Our first concert was a
great success!” 
   In addition to leading the concert band,
Lenington also heads up the pep band, which
boasts to be “the Best Band in the Land.” 
 The band has played at volleyball and football
games, and in the Homecoming Parade. They will
also be seen at all of the home basketball games
this winter. Lenington still had something to say in
terms of improvements the band could make. He
said, “I hope to get more students involved in the
Pep Band. We sound our best when more people
are playing. I think we could also work harder to
spread the word about our concerts so more
people can attend.”
   Mr. Lenington has always had high hopes for the
band. When he was asked if he had any aspirations
for the band, he said, “My main goal every year is to
get a Superior rating at the District Music Festival in
the Spring. I also hope to have more students do
solos or small ensembles at that same festival.” 
   Mr. Lenington is doing an excellent job leading
this band of gifted students. He shows great pride
in his work, and seems to love helping these young
musicians grow and embrace their talents more. 
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Middle School Volleyball Wraps Up 
by Maia Campbell (freshmen)
  Our middle school volleyball team had a great
season, with both the A team and B team ending
with an impressive 13-4 record. The team was
pretty young with just two 8th graders on the
squad, Maycee Ort and Lilly Miller. 
  Coach Amanda Brown and Coach Shannon
Grossman have led the squad for two seasons.
There were 14 girls on the team this season, and
they ended their season at the tournaments on
October 30th and 31st. Neither team placed, but
both demonstrated a large improvement
throughout the season.
  Coach Amanda Brown. She said, “All the girls did
amazing throughout the year. They had a
fantastic year, and we are looking forward to how
next year will go.” As far as next season goes,
Coach Brown stated, “I am excited to see the 7th
and 6th graders move up and grow.”

FBHS Girls Basketball Uses Tight Relationship 
Leilani Platt (grade 9)
 The Lady Longhorn basketball squad has 14
girls on the roster this year, but they are young
with no seniors. Juniors Mikell O’Hara and Alexis
Clark will lead the squad along with
sophomores Aspen Bogard, Lilly Ferris, Amaris
Lindemen, Mia Mondloch, Brooklyn Olson, and
newcomers Ali Good and Elisabeth Brown who
was injured last season. Bridger Ball tore her
ACL during volleyball season, so she will serve
as manager this season. 
 Freshmen Emmery O’Hara and Julia Hibl and
8th graders, Aubree Vischer, Lilly Miller, and
Jetta Hucke round out the squad. Kara Clark
and Eva Clark will also serve as managers for
the team.
 Coach Eddy Fultz and Assistant Eric Wellman
have been leading the squad for 4 seasons now.
The team’s goals for this season, according to
coach Fultz, are to “Compete every game and
grow to get better every day to reach our
potential.” Each season, Fultz wants to see the
team, “peak at tourney time.”
 When asked how confident he is this year
Coach Fultz said, “I am confident we have a
group that wants to work hard and wants to be
better. It sounds simple, but you'd be surprised
how often people settle with what they have.”
Juniors Clark and O’Hara agreed and said she’s
looking forward to “improving throughout the
season and building on our team relationship.
We are really like a family. We all get along really
well, actually.” 
 As far as what Coach Fultz wants everyone to
know about this squad, he said, ”They are a
special group of girls. They have created a great
team , and even if they aren't always getting
along they have each other's back. They are
building something special.” 
 

   Alexis Clark shared this sentiment and stated,
“We’re looking forward to improving throughout
the season, and making it as far as possible. Our
team is working to improve our defense, but we
have good chemistry, so we know that we can get
there.” 
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District Volleyball Tournament
by Romey Johnson (freshman)
   The 1B District Volleyball Tournament took place
in Chinook on October 30th, 2025, through
November 1st, 2025. This tournament was a true
double-elimination tournament. The As Fort Benton
made the move to Class B, they were faced with
some new teams and challenges. District 1B
includes Fairfield, Chinook, Rocky Boy, Cut Bank,
Conrad, Shelby, and Choteau. 
   The Longhorns played each of these teams twice
throughout their regular season, and they went into
this tournament with a 7-9 win-loss record. Just four
teams move on to the divisional tournament. 
   On Thursday, October 30, Fort Benton first played
Chouteau during the first round, match 3. The Lady
Longhorns fought for their win to the best of their
ability. But, unfortunately, Choteau beat Fort
Benton, 3-0. The Longhorns were bummed out but
kept pushing to win the next game they played.
    The Longhorns' second game in the district
tournament was against the Conrad Cowgirls on
Friday, October 31st. The Cowgirls' regular season
ended with a 2-14 win-loss record. This game was
going to be tough for the Longhorns to win. The
Lady Longhorns battled hard and sadly lost, and
their season came to an end with a devastating loss
to the Conrad Cowgirls. 
    Overall, Fairfield, Chinook, Shelby, and Chouteau
moved on to the Northern B divisional tournament
in Wolf Point. There, they competed against the
teams from the 2B districts. Both Choteau and
Fairfield made it to the divisional championship.
They both fought hard and had to go to another
match. Both of these teams moved on and made it
to the state tournament in Bozeman. There, they
fought hard to stay in the tournament, but Fairfield
lost out in two games. On the other hand, Choteau
fought harder and won one of their games, but
quickly lost out after that. 

    Knowing this information now, our district was
the hardest district to get out of. Our Ladies
fought to the best of their abilities but still fell
short of their overall goal. 
    Zoe Donner, Mycal Lane, and Brinley Reid are
the seniors on the volleyball team. They are very
much loved as they finished off their final season
as a Longhorn. The pep band traveled to Chinook,
as well as friends and family came and supported
the Longhorns while they participated in the
District Tournaments. 
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Kickoff to Winter Cheer
by Kailee Fuller (sophomore)
  The Longhorn winter cheer season has officially
started. The Fort Benton cheerleaders are getting
ready to bring excitement to the basketball games
with their energetic routines. This season, they are
focusing on developing their skills, precision,
teamwork, and creativity through cheers and
stunts, particularly with the addition of many new
cheerleaders to the team.
   This season, the cheerleaders will play a vital role
in supporting the Longhorn basketball teams.
Coach Roxie Benjamin shared her thoughts on how
this season is shaping up. “I am planning on having
5 seniors on the cheer team this year- depending
on who turns up at the first practice. I'm planning
for a squad between 12-14 cheerleaders and am
excited to have quite a few new members. I want to
continue the success that we experienced last year.
I am eagerly awaiting the first day of practice.” 
   Six seniors actually showed up on the first day,
although just 3 of them have previous experience.
Seniors, Lilly Bateman, Lucia Johnson, Lulu
Villalobos, Grace Wright, Cora Johnston, and Elijah
Siliezar will lead the squad this season. Juniors
Paetyn Templet, Christine Banks, Riley Layne,
sophomores Kailee Fuller, and Juncal Ruis, and
freshmen Sophie Dana, Dilynn Layne, and Romey
Johnson complete the squad. Banks and Templet
also have previous experience. 
   This season marks a fresh start for both returning
cheerleaders and new members who are eager to
show off their skills. As there are many new
cheerleaders, Coach Benjamin wants to keep the
same atmosphere as in the previous years. 
 The Fort Benton cheerleaders plan to have a
season full of spirited performances, personal
growth, and memorable moments while also
creating an electrifying atmosphere at home
games. They also plan on engaging with the
community to strengthen the school spirit and
community bond.

FBHS National Honor Society Takes on Lighting
the FB
by Advisor Miranda Lynch
   This year the FBHS National Honor Society
Chapter has taken on revamping the FB Hill. In
September, the NHS was approached about
changing the year from 2022 to 2026, and we
agreed to take it on. However, the NHS members
didn’t want to stop there.
   Plans for a full revamping are in the works, and
the NHS plans to repaint and relight the FB on the
hill. This winter, we are raising the needed funds
to buy paint and lights. Come spring, the NHS will
choose a date and complete the renovations. 
   Senior member, Layne Wallace, is in charge of
the project, so if you would like to help or donate,
please reach out to him. 
  The NHS members are also currently hosting a
Longhorn and Sports Gear Drive, and a Hygiene
Drive. Our members will also be helping with the
Santa Mall, food drive, and more. 
   If you are interested in applying for NHS,
applications will be coming out for juniors after
the 2  quarter midterm, and sophomores will be
able to apply after 3  quarter ends. 

nd

rd
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Principal/Superintendent Pat Hould
Announces Retirement
by Cadence James (freshman)
  Principal/Superintendent Pat Hould announced
to the school that he is going to retire at the end
of the 2025-2026 school year. He made the
announcement at a school-wide assembly on
November 12th, after informing the staff and
school board. 
   This is heartbreaking news as Mr. Hould has
been a great Principal/Superintendent according
to many students and staff. Mr. Hould greets
students at the door each day, and he even takes
time to talk to students during passing periods.
He also provides the announcements via video
every Monday morning through the Longhorn
News. 
   Pat Hould is planning on retiring at the end of
the 2025-2026 school year. His motivation behind
this decision was primarily focused around
getting to spend more time with his wife and
family. 
   Mr. Hould expressed that he feels extremely
blessed to end his career with Fort Benton High
School. He commented, “I have been extremely
fortunate and richly blessed to have enjoyed a
long and amazing career. So, after being an
educator for 43 years, and serving in 6 different
schools on 3 different continents (North America,
Africa and Asia), I have decided it's time to start
the next chapter of my life.”
   Pat Hould's best memories here at Fort Benton
High School would be spending time with the
students that attend Fort Benton High Schools.
“My best memories will almost always center
around time spent with the students. Meeting
and greeting students at the front door most
mornings, chatting with students during breaks,
and attending activities and events are certainly
among the highlights of my time here.”
   

 Mr. Hould is forever thankful for his time that he
has spent at Fort Benton High School, and so are
we. Staff member and English teacher, Mrs. Lynch
said, “I have taught here for 8 years, and the 3
years I taught with Mr. Hould were by far my
favorite. His leadership made our school better. I
have never felt so supported as a staff member,
which has enabled me to be a better teacher to my
students.” 
 Furthermore, senior Zoe Donner express, “He’s
just a great guy. I am glad I don’t have to see a Fort
Benton High School where I am not greeted by Mr.
Hould at the door everyday.” 
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FB Middle School Basketball Wraps Up Season
   The Fort Benton Middle School basketball team
was coached again by Megan Lords and Cali
O’Hara. They had four eighth graders participate:
Keagan Reimer, Jett Johsnon, James Layne, and Ty
Wirth, four seventh grade participants: John Hibl,
Colter Botts, Spencer Dana, and Ben Bird, and four
sixth graders: Austin Rominger, Chase Wirth, Gage
Kaur, and Banks Kassemeir. 
   Hardy O’Hara, head boys basketball coach, and
Ray Allen, former basketball coach, helped out
when needed.  
   Coach Lords and Coach O’Hara work hard to
implement fundamental basketball into their
program, while building character in their student
athletes. They placed a strong emphasis on being
students before athletes this season. They stated
that the improvement from this young team was
boundless. Their season ended with a home game
in November. 
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Fort Benton Robotics Gears up for 2025-2026
Season
By Mya Fredrickson (freshman) 
  In late September the robotics season started.
In robotics, everyone fills different roles, so at
practice each member is focused on their own
jobs. Senior Lucia Johnson is the manager, which
means she keeps everything and everyone under
control. Fellow senior Etta Wicks is the builder.
The builder designs and makes the creations
come to life. Freshman Leilani Platt is the coder
which means she is in charge of programming
the robot and keeping it moving. Fellow
freshmen Kaidien Hess and Lawson Wright are
the helpers, so they help with all roles. The coach
or organizer of the robotics team is Brady
Farwick.
  The robotics team missed their first tournament
of the season due to their robot not being fully
completed. The robot they are designing must
launch a wiffle ball into a 3 foot box and scan a
QR code to get color patterns of other wiffle balls.
They currently need to get a stronger motor to
carry out their desired effect. Besides that
everything else works and they are ready to show
the final product and enter the competition. 
 What they have achieved is “A working robot
with some working elements but can’t just shoot
to score” Coach Brady Farwick says. They also
mastered the intake system. Their goals for the
season as stated by Brady Farwick is to “build
better connections with other teams.” What they
need to improve on is their knowledge and
creativity on new ways to build designs and
mechanisms, and get as far into the competition
as they can, while having fun. 

Student Life

Winter Break: December 20-January 3rd
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