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Student Life
Fort Benton FFA Had a Busy October
by Allison MacDonald
Fort Benton’s FFA chapter had a very busy month
of October! From competitions such as fall districts, to
the banquet, and National Convention, FFA’s schedule
has been packed to the brim with activities—perfect
to keep the rising number of students engaged.
Fort Benton FFA’s chapter advisor, Cassady
Guinnane, says that they have “some of the highest
[numbers of students] since the program was
re-established a few years ago.” With the rise in students involved in the program and going to new events like
the National Convention, Guinnane thinks the year is off to a good start.
At Fall Districts in Chinook, the Senior Livestock Evaluation took 4th place, with Kylynn Nack placing 4th and
Ayvah Benhart with 9th individually. The Junior Range team took 1st place, Senior Range got 4th, and Senior
Livestock Evaluation team got 4th—securing the Senior Livestock team a spot at state in the spring.
On October 19th, the FFA members competed in the NILE in Billings, Montana. “The Nile was a good trip—
it went well,” says Guinnane. For Junior Livestock Evaluation, not only did the team take 3rd place, but Mikell
O’Hara placed in the top 10 individually, and Angeline Riener was ranked the Top Individual in Swine
Evaluation. With a brand new sales team, they competed for the first time and did pretty well, according to
Guinnane.
There was a quick turnaround before FFA Nationals in Indianapolis, Indiana, and the students were gone
October 26th and returned on the 30th.
And as for the National Convention, it was an, “awesome opportunity and experience for students to interact
with other schools,” says Guinnane.
She goes on to say that, “it opens their
Future Farmers of America
horizons to different sectors of the
agriculture industry” and “they’re exposed to
different types of agriculture” through the
convention.
Though the month of October was
definitely very busy for Fort Benton High
School’s FFA Chapter, and it seems safe to
say that it was a very productive one! We are
so glad to have our FFA Chapter
representing the school so well, and wish the Left: FFA students represented Fort Benton at the NILE Livestock
contest in Billings, MT. Right: Four FBHS students traveled to
best of luck to those competing in state in
Nationals in Indianapolis, Indiana to represent Fort Benton.
the spring.
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Good Vibes Only
8th Period Jam Session in the Library Promote
Student Fun and Community
by Sorayah Hull
If you’ve ever walked by the library during 8th
period, you’ve probably heard middle and high
school students rocking out to some 80’s hair band
songs.
At the end of last year, student council president,
Tim Lane, and vice president, Colter Ball, along with
the rest of Mrs. Vielleux’s mentoring students
started singing karaoke in the library during eighth
period. Originally it was just meant to pass the time
with now freshman Jessica Grey, but it soon turned
into a recurring event.
Jessica is a huge fan of karaoke and singing, so
when the power was down one day and Jessica was
singing songs in the Library, Tim and Colter
improvised and set up a TV and staged a karaoke
session on a blank screen. It has been a huge hit
ever since.
Now, every once in a while, Mrs. Vielleux’s
mentoring will still host karaoke in the library
during eighth period and invites anyone willing to
participate.
Why karaoke? Well, according to senior Tim
Lane, “We sing songs to lift the spirit of the
students who come around during mentoring. It’s
fun!”
Some of Jessica’s top picks are: “Eye Of The
Tiger,” “Every Breath You Take,” “Every Door You
Open by Baldi,” and “We Will Rock You.”
Best Buds: Seniors Jackson
Schmele and Colter Ball
pose for a photo in the
Library office with freshman
Jessica Grey. Jackson,
Colter, and Jessica are just a
few of the students who
venture to the library to
hang out and sing karaoke
during 8th period
mentoring classes.
Contributed Photo
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District Runner Ups: The Lady Longhorn Volleyball
team placed second at the District 7C tournament in
Chinook, Montana on October 28th-30th.

Sports
Lady Longhorns Finish 2nd at District
Volleyball
by Maddie Doney
The Fort Benton Lady Longhorns traveled to
Chinook to compete in the 2021 District 7C
Volleyball Tournament. The Lady Horns were the
number two seed heading into the tournament,
and faced off against the number seven seed, the
Centerville Lady Miners. The team would win that
match 3 sets to none to advance to the next round
against the number 3 seed, the Chinook
Sugarbeeters, in the quarterfinals.
The Horns split 1-1 with the Sugarbeeters
during the regular season. With Chinook being one
of the biggest competitors in the tournament, the
girls had to compete at a high level and grit it out.
The team got it done in 3 competitive games with
the Beeters, and advanced to the semi-final match
against the tough Highwood/Geraldine Lady Rivals
on Friday night.
Proving to be the Lady Horns' biggest
competition, the Rival team was ready to put up a
fight. During the regular season the Lady Horns
battled hard but lost both times to the Rivals.
Fighting for each point, the Lady Horns lost 1-3 and
dropped down to the bottom half of the true
double elimination bracket. They had already sealed
their place in the divisional tournament, but needed
to battle for seeding.
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Student Life
Fort Benton Elementary Celebrates Red
Ribbon Week
by Ameya Smith
Last week the students at Fort Benton
Elementary School celebrated Red Ribbon Week--a
week dedicated to spreading awareness about
drug use prevention. According to elementary
principal Roxie Benjamin, “The purpose of Red
Ribbon Week is to encourage students to make
smart and healthy choices in their life.”
To celebrate Red Ribbon Week and encourage
student participation, the students dress up each
day, similar to a spirit week. This year, Monday was
Disney Day which featured staff and students
dressed as all different Disney characters, Tuesday
brought Dad Day, while Wednesday brought
Mismatched Day, Thursday being a colorful and
groovy tribute to the 70’s with Disco Day, and to
top off the week, Friday was Halloween Costume
Day.
Even the high school students participated in
some fashions. The high school PE/Health classes
made posters promoting anti-drug use messages,
and promoted making healthy choices to the
younger students.
Principal Roxie Benjamin stated, “Throughout
Red Ribbon Week, the high school students
brought down some drug awareness posters, and
each classroom teacher talked to students each
day about the importance of making smart and
healthy decisions.” In addition, ”We also had Mr.
McKillop (the high school PE/Health teacher) speak
at the monthly assembly.”
The dress up days were a huge success, and in
particular, “ Dad Day was a big hit and students
went all out on Mismatch Day” according to
Principal Benjamin.
Mismatch Day:
Kindergarten
students pose for
a picture during
Mismatch Day
during Red
Ribbon Week
from October
25th-29th.
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Sports
Longhorn Cross Country Team Finishes Strong
by Gabe Perkins
Fort Benton High School resurrected high school
cross country as another fall sport option for
competition this year.
According to Head Coach Kevin Shaw, who also is
the head track and field coach, “We wanted to offer
cross-country this year to give Longhorns another
option and see if it can be a viable option for
students in the future.”
The school was excited to bring this sport back
as an opportunity to provide more students a
chance to participate in another sport. Competing
in extra-curricular activities provides students with
many benefits, and cross country is great for
student’s health. Coach Shaw continued, “There are
obviously cardiovascular benefits to workout daily.
Cross-country requires athletes to improve their
overall fitness and will not only serve them well
during the fall season but also help them build an
aerobic base that will transfer into other activities
and seasons.”
The cross country athletes must run a little over
three miles during a competition, but they usually
run much more than that at practice. However, the
training proved itself when all members of the team
qualified for the state meet.
Continued on page 5

State XCountry: Coach Dawn Dunham, Coach Kevin
Shaw, Landis Arganbright, Jacob Giles, Aedan Hanson,
Kaden Bach, Trevor O'Hara, Coach Andrew Kilpatrick,
Jenna Dunham, Jasmin Hogele, and Taylor Ball pose
for a picture after FBHS's first state cross country
meet in several decades.
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Volleyball continued from page 2
On Saturday morning, the Lady Horns were up
against Chinook again, and battling for the second time
in this tournament, the Horns would again come out to
win 3-0. The team headed into the 7C District
Championship game, where they would have to beat
the Lady Rivals twice in order to come out the victor.
After close games and determination to win, the Lady
Horns were defeated 1-3, but would take second place
in the tournament.
The Lady Horns will be in action again at the
Northern C Divisional tournament in Belt. Their first
game is Thursday, November 4 against Great Falls
Central Catholic High School.
Longhorn Football is Looking to Go Deep Into the
Playoffs
by Abbe Starr
The Fort Benton Longhorns football team entered
the post season with just one conference loss to the
Simms Tigers on Oct. 8th. However, the Longhorns
would have a rematch the following week for the
conference championship on their home turf on
October 18th.
The Longhorns defeated Simms in the Northern C
Conference Championship game 35-25 to claim their
third straight conference championship. This gave the
team the #1 seeded position from the North, and they
would have to play the #4 seed from the East, the
Plentywood Wildcats.
It felt like a fall day in Montana as the boys took the
field to play their first round playoff game. It was just
under 40 degrees, with a few flurries throughout the
day-- something the Longhorns haven’t been
accustomed to playing in. However, that didn’t stop
this Longhorn team.
The Longhorns got things rolling in the first quarter
with Junior Landis Arganbright scoring early, and
Mateo Socorro's successful PAT, the Horns would go
up 7-0 over the Wildcats. After forcing a punt, Senior
Andrew Ballantyne ran for a 40 yard touchdown, which
heightened the score 13-0. Plentywood would not roll
over though and answered with two touchdowns of
their own, one passing and one rushing, to put them
up 14-13.
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Football continued
That would be Plentywood’s first and only lead in the
game. By the second quarter, the Longhorns started to
turn the heat up.
Senior Colter Ball rushed in for a touchdown, and
Ballantyne then rushed in for the two-point conversion
which put them back on top with a 21-14 lead.
Arganbright got his second touchdown of the evening
and brought the score up to 29-14. Right before the
end of the first half, Colter Ball picked off Plentywood
Quarterback Reese Wirtz and brought it back for a
touchdown, and the Horns went up 35-14 at the half.
In the third quarter, Plentywood decided to get
things moving and brought the score back within
margin, scoring another touchdown to make it 35-22.
After a bit of a scoring drought in the 3rd quarter, and
a personal foul on Plentywood’s part, Colter Ball ended
his great day by scoring his second rushing touchdown
of the game, sealing the Longhorn win with a 42-22
score over the Plentywood Wildcats.
This coming Saturday, November 6th, the
Longhorns will face off against the St. Ignatius Bulldogs
at home at 1:00 pm. Senior Tim Lane said that he has
faith that our Longhorn team will “bludgeon, electrify,
and dominate” the St. Ignatius Bulldogs. With this great
team and brotherhood he has this year, he believes
this is the year they get it done.

3-Peat: The Longhorn Football team won the
conference championship for the third straight
year, defeating the Simms Tigers 35-25 on
October 16th.
Longhorns Ready:
Mateo Socorro
readies the special
teams for kickoff
after a Longhorn
touchdown.
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FBHS Cheer Team Has Successful Fall Season
by Francesca Genovese
Cheerleading is a longstanding sport here at
Fort Benton High School. The cheer team is
present for all of the home football games, many
of the volleyball games, and they lead the school’s
pep rallies.
Despite being small in numbers, this year’s
team is still leading the students and community
in cheers at the events.
FBHS’s fall cheer team is composed of Senior
Jenna Dunham, Juniors Kasey Croft, Zoe De Luca,
and Jasmin Hogele, and Freshman Jessica Gray.
Before the season, they weren't sure there would
be a cheering team for a couple of reasons: they
didn’t have a coach yet, and there were only two
girls interested in the sport.
The team was lucky enough to pick up two
exchange students, Zoe and Jasmin, to join Jenna
Dunham and Kasey Ann Croft who are both
returning cheerleaders. Jessica Gray also joined
the team this year, completing the fall cheer squad
with five.
Coaches Cali O’Hara, and Jannine Rodriguez
took the job as co-coaches for the fall cheer
season. Coach Rodriguez said, “As a first year
coach, learning things about a sport I wasn't
familiar with was challenging, as was making the
practices work.”
Rodriguez works in Great Falls, which limits
when the team can practice with both coaches.
She continued, “Cali, who works at school, takes
care of after school practices, and I work in Great
Falls, so I mostly deal with morning or evening
practices”.
Coach Rodriguez and Coach O’Hara expressed
how much they have enjoyed working with these
young athletes this season, and have loved
watching them grow both as cheerleaders and
young women of character.
Middle school math teacher, Tabitha Ringler, who
has coached cheer in previous years will resume
her role, and coach the winter cheer season.
November 5,2021
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Cross Country from page 3
On the men’s side, Jacob Giles, Aedan Hanson,
Kaden Bach, Landis Arganbright, and Trevor O’Hara all
qualified for and competed well at the state meet. The
women’s qualifiers and competitors included Jenna
Dunham, Taylor Ball, and Jasmin Hogele.
The state meet was held on October 22nd on 23rd
in Missoula, Montana. All of the Longhorn athletes
completed the race, and some finished pretty well.
Jacob Giles got 16th and was just two seconds shy of a
medal. Landis Arganbright finished 20th, and Trevor
O’Hara finished 41st. The boys’ team placed 5th overall
in the state. Jenna Dunham also placed in the top 50 in
the girl’s bracket, finishing 45th.
Coach Shaw continued that, “ The longhorns more
than exceeded the goals I had in mind as this sport
was new for all of them. I believe they laid the
foundation for teams in the future and were great
ambassadors for the sport. They enjoyed, competed,
and represented our school and community very well
at state and throughout the season.”
The student-athletes have proved in their first
season that they have potential within this sport, and
have established a community surrounding it.
According to Shaw, “It’s not just that they all worked to
improve throughout the season but they formed a
tight-knit group that shared pride in each other’s
activities as well as their own.”
Cross Country at Fort Benton High School will be
back next fall.

Middle School Sports

MS Volleyball Finishes Season: The Shorthorn volleyball
team recently wrapped up their season on October 9,
where they competed in the middle school district
volleyball tournament. Their tournament record was 2-3,
while their overall seasons record was 5-9.
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Middle School Sports
Longhorn Junior High Football Completes
Second Undefeated Season with Win Over
Simms
by Coach Monte Giese
The Fort Benton junior high football team capped
a 6-0 season with a 64-0 win over the Simms Tigers
on Friday. The Longhorns dominated every aspect
of the game in the first half, showing a strong inside
running game, speed to the outside and an
effective aerial attack. The Longhorns racked up
over 200 yards of offense in the first two stanzas.
The younger Longhorns came in the second half
and continued the trend by moving the ball and
putting points on the board.
Outside of one long play for Simms due to poor
tackling, the Longhorns held Simms to negative
yardage, and never gave them a chance to get
anything going. Special teams also performed well,
providing excellent field position and points on the
board.
The season wrapped up consecutive undefeated
seasons for the Longhorns, and foreshadows
continued momentum in the Longhorn football
program. The team fielded nine eighth graders who
will be making the move to high school football next
year, and with some improvements in size and
strength, should be able to contribute to the
program. Eli Arganbright, Brett Evans, Noah Fief,
Truman Giese, Landon Good, John Lippert, David
Olson, Gavin Schmele and Layne Wallace were
stalwarts for the past three years, providing smart,
physical play every day they put on pads.
While those will be big shoes to fill for the junior
high program, the younger players made great
strides through the year, and seventh graders
Arrow Hucke, Isaiah Smith and Zack Thomas will
capably lead the team next year. We have a great
group of sixth graders, with Wyatt Cline, Brooks
Diekhans, Ethan Olson and Kelton Veilleux getting a
lot of experience in their first padded football
campaign.
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Jr. High Football Continued
Every year the young men vote on Longhorn awards,
and this year six awards were given out. The following
players should be congratulated on their
accomplishments.
Most Improved – Zack Thomas
Hardest Worker – Brett Evans
Tenacity Award – John Lippert
Best Teammate – Eli Arganbright
Longhorn Leaders – Truman Giese and Gavin Schmele
It was a fabulous season with a tremendous group
of young men. They have a stated goal of bringing a
state championship to Fort Benton over the next four
years, so there is a lot to look forward to. Thank you to
the players, parents, administration and our Athletic
Director, Nathan Dunham, for your support over the
year.

Middle School Football Undefeated Again
TOP: Back Row: Landon Good, Noah Feif, David Olson,
Truman Giese, Brett Evans, Gavin Shmele, Eli
Arganbright, John Lippert. Front Row: Kelton Vielleux,
Wyatt Cline, Isaiah Smith, Arrow Hucke, Zack Thomas,
Brooks Diekhans, and Treylen DeHaven, pose for their
season portrait shortly before their last game.
Not pictured: Lane Wallace, Brian Tull, and Ethan Olson
Bottom Left: Truman Giese reaches the football across
the goal line for a touchdown. Bottom Right: Lane
Wallace reaches to block a pass from the Belt Huskies
while Brett Evans blocks a Husky offensive lineman.
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Middle School Sports
Middle School Basketball Begins Season
by Miranda Woodhouse
A major perk of junior high is the option to
participate in and try out so many sports throughout
the year. The seasons are pretty short, ranging from
6-12 weeks. However, much like our successful high
school programs, there is very little break between
sports seasons.
Junior high football and volleyball celebrated their
final games on the 8th and 9th of October. Basketball
started for many of these same student athletes on
the 11th. However, that did not stop so many of our
young people from coming out and participating in
the basketball season.
The middle school girls team has a whopping 18
players. There are several returning 8th graders to
the team, as well as a bunch of new talented 7th and
8th graders joining the mix. The team is coached by
veteran basketball connoisseur, Marta Ferguson, and
first-time coaches Cali O'Hara and Michelle Erickson.
The middle school girls have shown a lot of
improvement already after just a couple of weeks of
play. They played their first game against Rocky Boy,
North Star, and Chinook.
The boys' team has a great turnout with 17 boys
out including 2 from Geraldine as well. The talented
team is coming off an undefeated last season, and
are hopeful for a full season and an opportunity to
play in a tournament this year. The boys are
coached by veterans Megan Lords and Shannon
Grossman.
The boys teams have also played their first games
against Rocky Boy, North Star, and Chinook.
The Fort Benton teams, as well as the rest of the
9C middle school district, did not have the
opportunity to play in jamborees, or even a
tournament last year due to Covid-19 concerns and
are hoping to be able to do so this year. However, the
teams have already seen several rescheduled games
and cancellations due to the persisting coronavirus.
All of the coaches and players are holding out
hope for a healthy and full season.
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Elem e n t a r y School News
Fort Benton Elementary has had a Successful
Start to the School Year
by FBES Student Council
The elementary school has had a great start to
the school year. So many exciting things have
been happening.
We had a wonderful 9-11 ceremony,
assemblies, and a great Halloween. The 6th grade
gave a spooktacular performance of Thriller at the
October assembly.
We are having our book fair Nov. 10- 12 with a
lot of great books for students to enjoy.
Students and staff are working hard, and great
things are happening. It's always a great day to be
a longhorn at Fort Benton Elementary!

6th Grade Does Disney Day: Mrs. Lane's 6th
grade class dresses up for Disney Day during Red
Ribbon week which is meant to draw awareness to
drug use and teach students to be drug aware.
NHS Highway
Cleanup:
The NHS students
helped the
Women's Club
clean up a portion
of Highway 87,
which they share
with the women's
club. At the end of
the day, Mrs. Giles
rewarded them
with some
delicious baked
goods.
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